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Linked Objects  
 

As we know from science, bats generally live in groups as colonies. However, the disease 
that allegedly came from them made humans isolate themselves as strictly as possible. On 
the backdrop of a number of blind spots concerning the cure of novel coronavirus, self-
isolation seems one of the proven measures in fighting the disease that already claimed the 
lives of more than million people worldwide.  
 

We say that digital communication made the world smaller meaning that we are 
interconnected through our avatars in the virtual world. What the outbreak of the COVID-19 
clearly showed is that we are connected through our real bodies as well in an analog world. 
This bond turned out to be no less solid or mutually influential than any world wide web.   
 

Today in lockdown, we are linked to each other not only through social networks, messages 
and emails but also the shared fears and hopes for medical treatment that can bring rapid 
change back to normal. We try to understand and assess the situation we found ourselves in. 
In our bizarre life-saving encapsulation, with numerous questions and expectations in the 
background, we attempt to cope with separation, staying still and non-involvement in the 
stopped world.  
 

The world that has stopped feels especially challenging for creative communities and the 
artists of projects similar to Nine Dragon Heads (NDH) working in post-studio, experimental 
or performative modes of art-practice whose activity and creative impulse has always been 
linked to travel, close contact with nature, researches, exhibitions, and events at various 
corners of the world and inspirational encounters with thought-provoking people and places.  
 

Art is the best means to reflect on or at least represent emotions, feelings, and thoughts in 
every possible life situation, so in current lockdown as well. The project “Linked Objects” is 
an offer to meditate on our interconnectedness in times of isolation and forceful separation in 
the condition similar to what German-Swiss psychiatrist and philosopher Karl Jaspers calls a 
limit situation. The term describes the situations that disturb us, force us towards somewhat 
alternative self-identifications, which eliminates us from social connections, obliges us to 
survive and makes us seek alarming ways of communication. In the electronic world, on the 
other hand, the linked object is an object such as a graphic etc., which is included within a 
document in such a way that it is linked to the source file, so that whenever the source 
changes, the object automatically updates. 
 

“Linked Objects” is initiated by the International Environmental Art Symposium Nine 
Dragon Heads’ international and Korean artists. The project comprises an exhibition and  
conference dedicated to the wider perception of the COVID-19 consequences in 
contemporary culture and art and other art events researching the influence of outbreak.   
 


